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17th March, 2011
The Chairman
Central Empowered Committee
Constituted by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
2nd floor, Chanakya Bhavan, Chanakyapuri,
New Delhi – 110 021.
Sir:
Sub: Seeking an urgent intervention to effectuate the Judgments/Orders
of the the Hon’ble Supreme Court on Kudremukh mining.
Ref: (1) Letter of Union Minister – Environment & Forests to the Chief Minister,
Karnataka dated 08-02-2011
(2): My letter to the Chairman dated 08-09-2010
(3): My Application before the Central Empowered Committee dated
26-03-2009
(4): Judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in IA 670/2001 in
WP 202/1995
(5): Order in IA1150 in IA 1010, 1374 dated 30-09-2005
(6): Judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in IA 1458 in IA 1010 in
IA670/2001 dated 15-12-2006
This is in continuation of my letter referred at (2) above and the pending
Application referred at (3) above filed more than one year ago seeking the
urgent intervention of the Committee to effectuate the Judgments/Orders of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court referred at (4), (5) and (6) above.
The Hon’ble Union Minister of Environment & Forests, in response to our
memorandum [copies annexed to the letter referred at (2)], has unambiguously
advised the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Karnataka vide his letter referred at (1)
above (Annexure 01) to ensure that the machinery and infrastructure of
KIOCL still lying inside the Kudremukh National Park is removed and the area
protected in the interest of biodiversity conservation. He has also conveyed
that this is an imperative, in view of the final judgment of the Hon’ble Apex
Court in 2002.
This also sets to rest all speculation and oblique inferences implicit in the press
statements about the Government’s position with regard to closure of mining in
Kudremukh. Notwithstanding the above developments, KIOCL is continuing
with its relentless attempts to re-start mining under the pretext of removing 24
million tons of ore ostensibly to prevent siltation/pollution of the Bhadra River.
Time series photo documentation (Annexure 02) of the siltation in the Bhadra

River clearly establishes that KIOCLs contention is completely erroneous and wholly
untenable. The photo on the left, which was taken during the Court ordered CEC
inspection on 30-09-2002, depicts the Bhadra River carrying enormous silt loads
while the photo on the right taken from the same location shows the clear Bhadra
River on 18-10-2010 after a heavy rainstorm, five years after closure of mining
operations.
KIOCLs obdurate refusal to remove its machinery and mining infrastructure from the
lapsed lease area within the limits of the Kudremukh National Park, more than five
years after the expiry of the time period granted, and attempts to start eco-tourism
and hold on to the lapsed lease area amounts to a brazen and contemptuous act of
open defiance of the Hon’ble Supreme Court and the Central Empowered
Committee.
It is pertinent to once again humbly point out that the Hon’ble Court has already
directed that - “…the modalities to be adopted to effectuate the order passed by
this Court and the recommendations of the Committee shall be worked out by
the Ministry of Environment and Forests, the State Government and the
Company under the supervision and guidance and monitoring of the
Committee”. [Page 44/45 of the Judgment in IA 670/2001 in WP 202/1995]
In view of the above facts, and in the light of the final decision of the MoEF conveyed
by the Hon’ble Union Minister of Environment & Forests to the Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Karnataka on 8th February, 2011, I once again pray that the Central Empowered
Committee immediately initiates 1. Decisive action to ensure complete removal of all machinery, pipeline and mining
infrastructure and eviction of KIOCL from within the limits of the Kudremukh National
Park;
2. All necessary steps to fully effectuate both the Judgment and Recommendations
of the Committee including mine closure, restoration and safety “with no or minimal
disturbance to the unbroken area” by a competent independent agency (not KIOCL)
as already directed by the Hon’ble Court; and
3. Appropriate action against KIOCL for willful contempt of the Judgments/Orders of
the Hon’ble Supreme Court.
Sincerely
K.M. Chinnappa
Trustee, Wildlife First & Applicant in IA 670/2001 in WP 202/1995
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The image of the Bhadra River on the left loaded with silt after a heavy rainstorm was taken on 30th September, 2002 during the inspection by the Central Empowered
Committee as ordered by the Supreme Court. The photo on the right showing the clear waters of the Bhadra River was taken on 18th October 2010 after a heavy rainstorm
from the same location, five years after mining was stopped by the Apex Court based on a petition filed by Wildlife First. This unambiguously disproves the specious
contention of KIOCL that removal of 24 million tons of ore is necessary to prevent siltation in the Bhadra River.
The State Government, is yet to ensure full implementation of the landmark judgment of the H’ble Supreme Court due to which KIOCL continues to maintain its plant,
machinery and pipelines within the limits of the Kudremukh National Park. KIOCL is also attempting to re-start mining and Eco-tourism in the ecologically sensitive
Kudremukh area where the Bhadra, Tunga and Netravati Rivers originate even though it has no legal right whatsoever. It is therefore imperative that the sensitive
catchment area of Kudremukh National Park is protected by ensuring complete implementation of the landmark Judgment of the H’ble Supreme Court.

