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Bengaluru: The standing
committee of National Board
for Wildlife (NBWL) has empo-
wered chief wildlife wardens
of states and Union Territories
to approve proposals for laying
of drinking water pipelines
and optical fibre cables (OFCs)
inside national parks, wildlife
sanctuaries and tiger reserves.
Environmentalists have op-
posed the decision, which was
taken at a recent meeting.

Till now, proposals had to be
recommended by the State
Board for Wildlife and ap-
proved by the national board’s
standing committee. The dele-
gation of complete power to the
state, say environmentalists,

could have a detrimental effect
on protected areas as there are
chances of wardens bowing to
local political pressure.

“Proposals to lay OFCs
through Bandipur and Naga-
rahole forests have already
been floated. The move to ease
the procedure of getting ap-
proval could hamper habitat
protection efforts, given the
large number of tigers and
elephants in the areas. Even
Dandeli forest division in Ut-
tara Kannada is part of anoth-
er such proposal,” said a wild-
life enthusiast, on condition
of anonymity.

Praveen Bhargav, former
member, NBWL, said, “The
board’s decision amounts to yet
another serious dilution of the
regulatory mechanism. Since

2014, the Centre has been sys-
tematically diluting various
regulations through circulars,
guidelines and general approv-
als. Ensuring ‘ease of doing
business’ appears to have be-
come the main business of the
ministry of environment and
forests (MoEF), which is tanta-
mount to abdication of its con-
stitutional and legal duty. This
is reflected in the abysmally
low rejection rate of under
1.5%, which establishes that
NBWL has turned into a pro-
ject-clearing house.”

The NBWL meeting was
chaired by Union minister 
of environment Dr Harsh
Vardhan in New Delhi on 
September 4.

A senior forest official
from Karnataka said they
would be careful before ap-
proving drinking water pipe-
lines or OFCs. “NBWL has
told chief wildlife wardens of
states to furnish details of all
such sanctioned projects ev-
ery month. Also, most of these

proposals will be along exist-
ing roads passing through for-
est areas and hence, they
won’t cause much disturb-
ance to wildlife or forest cover.
State wildlife wardens will be
answerable if anything goes
wrong,” he added.

The directive from NBWL
comes after the Gujarat gov-
ernment proposed delegation
of power to the state regard-
ing water pipeline proposals
in protected areas. The west-
ern state said projects involv-
ing supplying of drinking wa-
ter to people cannot be delayed
due to long procedures since
water is a basic need for both
humans and livestocks.

Dr HS Singh, NBWL mem-
ber, opined as long as the fibres
are to be laid along roads inside
national parks and sanctuar-
ies, the responsibility of sanc-
tioning proposals can be vested
in the state board. He suggested
that details of clearances
given to such proposals be sub-
mitted to NBWL.

Wildlife board eases OFC
norms; greens see red

The fundamental question 
NBWL must answer is how 

its decisions comply with Section 
29 or 35(6) of the Wildlife Act 
which unambiguously mandates 
that there shall be no destruction 
or diversion of habitat unless it is 
for the improvement and better 
management of wildlife. These 
dilutions amount to a grave 
violation of the law and 
Supreme Court orders
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