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Live(he never missed it) or an NBA
game(he was obsessed with basketball).”
“They’ve already taken my money,”
he would explain. “Should I give them
my time, too?”
Tversky was basically not becoming
a victim of what is called the sunk cost
fallacy. Once we have sunk money or
our reputation into a deal we would
rather make the best of it than go back
on it. The sunk cost fallacy leads to an
escalation of commitment. Tversky
chose to walk out of a movie he did not
like. But how many of us choose to do
that? We choose to waste our time after
having wasted our money.
Or take the case of something as
simple as reading a book. Within the
first 50 pages of the book it is more or
less clear whether we like the book or
not. But even in situations when we
don’t like the book we tend to complete reading it.
Escalation of commitment can go
much beyond this. As Yuval Noah
Harari writes in Homo Deus—A Brief
History of Tomorrow: “Business corporations often sink millions into failed
enterprises, while private individuals
cling to dysfunctional marriages and
dead-end jobs.”
Kahneman, who I mention earlier
in the column, defines the sunk cost
fallacy in his book Thinking, Fast and
Slow, as: “The decision to invest addi-

or less clear within ten days of
announcing demonetisation that the
government had botched up big-time.
The initial goal of demonetisation was
to tackle black money and fake notes.
Since then the narrative has been
moved to digital and cashless transactions. This in a country where 98 per
cent of the consumer transactions happen in cash, internet connections outside cities can’t be relied on and a major
section of the population, does not
own a smart phone. On top of this,
nearly one-fourth of the population is
illiterate.
It would have made sense for the
government to pull the plug on
demonetisation very quickly. But that
would have meant a stain on the record
of prime minister Narendra Modi.
Hence, it has continued with changing
narratives.
Now the government is even planning to start a lottery in order to justify
demonetisation. It’s throwing good
money after bad. It has given out an
email id asking citizens to mail information about people who have black
money. This is Orwellian. And finally,
it has launched another tax amnesty
scheme.
The sunk cost fallacy is playing out
real time.
(Vivek Kaul is the author of the Easy
Money trilogy. He can be reached at
vivek.kaul@gmail.com)

Nobody can grab land under Forest Rights Act
| Praveen Bhargav
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BY INVITATION
The issue of encroachments in
Devammachi Reserved Forests in
Diddalli, Kodagu has thankfully evoked
a balanced response from political leaders cutting across party lines. The Chief
Minister, the District Minister, the
Member of Parliament and the Virajpet
MLA have all taken a clear stand that
such fresh forest encroachments cannot
be permitted while maintaining that
poor people would be rehabilitated outside. However, the ill informed actions
and statements of the Revenue Minister
is a matter of serious concern as it is leading to thousands of ineligible claims
under the Forest Rights Act.
So what are the real facts on forest
encroachments in Diddalli? The area in
question is an integral part of the
Devammachi Reserved Forest notified in
1891. In 2012, it was notified as a buffer
zone of the Nagarahole Tiger Reserve.
Around June this year, some people started clearing intact forests and within no
time more than 350 temporary sheds
spread over 40 acres mushroomed. The
people who occupied forest land were living outside in coffee estates and were not
remotely eligible for any forest rights.
Some local leaders with vested interests
mislead them to encroach forests by
promising to secure titles under the
Forests Rights Act. It has also been alleged
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Microhyla sholigari or the endangered Sholiga narrow mouthed
frog has been discovered in about
15 new locations, including the
Bannerghatta National Park,
Bengaluru, by a team of frog
enthusiasts and scientists.
The team -- researchers from
Gubbi Labs, Ashoka Trust for
Research in Ecology and the
Environment (ATREE), Bengaluru
and the National University of
Singapore (NUS) -- concludes that
M. sholigari is now widespread
across an area of 28,000 square km
along the west coast of India as
compared to the earlier information from two localities alone.
Retired Prof Sushil Kumar Dutta
of the Utkal University, Orissa and
P Ray of the Zoological Survey of
India had originally described this
tiny frog, measuring upto 1.7 cm,
from the Biligiri Rangaswamy
Temple Tiger Reserve (BRTTR) in
the year 2000.
While it was previously listed as
‘endangered’ based on the guidelines provided by the International
Union of Conservation of Nature

that they collected money from many
people, which is now under investigation.
Forest Officials began alerting the
district administration and sought support for clearing the encroachments. The
Chief Conservator of Forests finally
wrote to the Kodagu Deputy
Commissioner and Superintendent of
Police in October requesting co-operation and support to clear ineligible

(IUCN) since it was found only in
two locations of the Western
Ghats, with the reassessment provided in the study, the research
team has recommended that M.
sholigari can now be down-listed
to ‘least concerned’ as none of the
IUCN criteria are met.
“Microhyla sholigari is an
endangered frog described in the
year 2000. The original description
was based on non-adult types and
lacked information on several morphological characters, call structure, genetic material and photographs of the animal in life. The
absence of such information posed
challenges in field identification of
this species. Since the original
description, there is one other
reported sighting of this species
from Kerala in 2001.
We encountered specimens that
we confer to this species based on
morphological similarity to the
subadult holotype, from several
new localities within and outside
the Western Ghats of Karnataka.
We have redescribed the species.
Based on its current distribution,
we assess the threat status of the
species and suggest listing it as
least concern according to IUCN
red List criteria. Our paper bridges

encroachments. After interventions to
convince people to move out failed, the
District Administration and the Forest
department were left with no option but
to clear the encroachments under Police
protection. The people were then accommodated in a nearby school building.
This legitimate action by forest officials to protect valuable habitats immediately came under attack. To justify the

encroachment, it was stated that the
people were eligible to get titles under
the Forest Rights Act. The truth is that
this is not a land grant act as is being
made out. It only provides for vesting
titles to those tribal people who were in
possession of forest land as on 13th
December, 2005 and other forest dwellers who have been in continuous possession of forest land for 75 years. This legal
position notwithstanding, some activists
attempted to confuse the media and
political leaders but failed.
While nobody objects to poor people
being provided a house and site, accommodating such claims on rapidly shrinking forest land cannot be justified particularly in the context of more than two
lakh acres being encroached in
Karnataka.
The Centre in December 2015 has
admitted in the Lok Sabha that over 47
lakh acres of forest land in the country
stand encroached and that State
Governments must ensure recovery. If
we do not protect the forests of Kodagu
from encroachments, tree felling and ill
planned development, agitations to
secure Cauvery waters would be futile.
Lastly, while the issue of an injured
elephant Sidda evoked support from all,
the silence or even hostility when it
comes to protecting the habitat of elephants from such human pressures is
rather ironical.
The writer is Former Member, National
Board for Wildlife

The frog belongs to a group known as ‘microhylids’, Greek for “narrow mouth”
an important gap in the knowledge of the genus Microhyla in
India and highlights the importance of systematic surveys in
documenting and understanding
amphibian diversity in the region,”
said the research team in their
findings published in the recent
issue of the taxonomy journal
Zootaxa.
The frog belongs to a group

The initiative is taken to prevent houses
from being burgled when nobody is around

known as ‘microhylids’, Greek for
“narrow mouth”. Currently, there
are 39 known species in this genus
and are widespread across the
South and South East Asia. Ever
since its description, the Sholiga
narrow mouthed frog remained a
mystery to most biologists until a
group of frog enthusiasts stumbled
upon a microhylid frog in Bisle, in
the Western Ghats, during the

2015 monsoon.

ENGAGING NATURE
ENTHUSIASTS
According to a release from
“Research Matters”, IT professional
Deepika Prasad rounded up a
group of citizens in 2012 and
decided to meet in Bisle. “Calling
themselves the ‘Bisle frog-watch
team’, they have, for the last four

years, spent two nights each monsoon, searching for frogs in the
company of trained researchers. In
2012, Dr Gururaja K V, a wellknown amphibian researcher, was
invited to join the team.
Subsequently, Seshadri K S, who
has been researching frogs in the
Western Ghats, joined them in
2015. That is when they stumbled
upon this frog, entirely by accident,” said the release.
In 2013, another group of
researchers from ATREE and Gubbi
Labs, accidentally found this frog
in the kitchen of their field station
in BRTTR. They too were aware of
the knowledge gap in describing
this species and were working on
re-describing it. Dr Gururaja and
Seshadri joined hands with ATREE
and roped in Ramit Singal, an engineer-turned-conservationist based
out of Manipal, and Vineeth
Kumar, a PhD candidate at the
Mangaluru University, both of
whom had encountered this mystery frog along the Western Ghats.
“The identity of this frog was a
mystery because the original
description did not have good
photographs, the measurements
were made on non-adult specimens and there was no description

of the call pattern. ,” said Dr
Gururaja. The team put together
the locations at which this frog was
found. They collected a few specimens and began to measure them
carefully. Priti H, a PhD candidate
at ATREE, performed the molecular
analysis using the DNA of this frog.
After comparing the measurements with the original descriptions and on the basis of the DNA
analysis, the researchers concluded
that the mystery frog at hand was
M. sholigari and reported the discovery in the journal.
Stating that there is a need for redescription and detailed studies,
Seshadri, a PhD candidate at NUS,
said that there are several challenges in understanding biodiversity.
The research team said that
engaging citizens in this activity
will help in multiple ways as
nature enthusiasts are everywhere
and in today’s world, networking
is easy. “We believe our case of
engaging citizens in scientific pursuits, which led to the re-assessment and re-description of the
Sholiga narrow mouthed frog, is an
important way forward to understanding and eventually conserving biodiversity,” added Seshadri
in the review.

