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TRUMP TO SKIP WHITE HOUSE
CORRESPONDENTS’ DINNER, 1ST
US PREZ TO DO SO IN 36 YRS 12
Kim’s brother
died in 20 mins
of poisoning

T

he Malaysian police on
Friday confirmed that
banned chemical weapon
VX nerve agent was used
to kill Kim Jong Nam on February 13 at Kuala Lumpur
airport. Malaysian health
minister
Subramaniam
Sathasivam said on Sunday
that the dose of VX given to
Kim was so high that it
“would have affected his
heart, it would have affected
his lungs, it would have affected everything.” P 12

17 Meghalaya
churchgoers
killed in crash

A

t least 17 people were
killed on Sunday when
their truck rammed a concrete barricade in Meghalaya’s West Khasi Hills district. All the victims were
proceeding towards Nonglang village to attend the
synod of
Presbyterian
Church. The dead included 9
women and a teenage girl.
More than 60 were critically
injured. A police officer said
the accident occurred due to
speeding. P 6

Army recruitment question Cong sees PMO’s role in
diary,
seeks
CBI
inquiry
paper leaked; ex-officer held Says BJP Netas,
21 Suspects
Arrested In
3-City Swoop

Vyapam: Agents
shielded by ‘dead’

T

Gitesh Shelke &
Sandip Dighe TNN

Mumbai: In a coordinated
predawn action, police in Pune, Nagpur and Panaji detained 21 suspects for leaking
the question paper of an army recruitment exam held on
Sunday. The action was led by
Thane police’s crime branch,
which detected the paper leak. The detainees include a
retired army officer and a senior paramilitary officer.
Army and police sources
confirmed that the leaked qu-

HALF THE BATTLE LOST: Candidates throng outside army recruitment
office in Nagpur after learning about question paper leak on Sunday

A

hijab-wearing White
House staffer of Bangladeshi origin has said she quit
her job after US President
Donald Trump announced
his controversial travel ban,
lasting just eight days in the
new administration. P 12

estion paper matched the original one set by the army recruitment board. The paper
was being circulated on a
cellphone messaging service,
the police said. The exam was
for the posts of soldiers (general duty, clerk and trades-

Madurai: Nine tourists, including
three
children,
drowned after their boat capsized near Manapad shore in
Tuticorin district on Sunday.
Fishermen managed to
pull out 20 people, but nine
succumbed
to
injuries.
Search is on for three more
people who were on the boat.
Around 5.30pm, a group of
tourists — from Madurai and
Tiruchirapalli — visiting the
beach undertook a trip on a
fibre boat belonging to fishermen. Though fishing boats
are not allowed to undertake

‘BOAT RIDE ILLEGAL’
³ Three families from
Madurai and Trichy go to
Manapad beach in Tuticorin
³ Take a ride on ﬁshing
boat, which is banned by
district authorities
³ Just after takeoff, boat is
caught in tidal waves and capsizes

joyrides, the practice has
been continuing on the sly.
Soon after it set sail, the
boat was caught in a tidal
wave and capsized. Local fishermen rushed in on their
boats after hearing the
screams of tourists and

PUNISH CHILD ABUSERS

TOI

Cabbies’ protest
plea rejected

P

olice on Sunday denied
permission to cab drivers protesting against taxiaggregators to hold a demonstration and hunger
strike at Bannappa Park on
KG Road. The drivers’
strike entered the fourth
day on Sunday. They alleged
their request was rejected
with no valid reason. P 2

A

45-year-old man died
when his 35-year-old
wife allegedly kicked him
in the testicles in Byatarayanapura in west Bengaluru on Sunday. The woman
said her husband was HIV
positive, and tried to force
himself on her. “I acted in
self-defence,” she said. P 3

15 vehicles
stolen a day

engaluru
registered
16,149 cases of vehicle
theft between 2014 and 2016,
which comes up to around
5,400 cases annually and
about 14 vehicles a day, reports Rajiv Kalkod. P 4

pulled out some people.
W Prathiban, a fisherman
and former member of Manapad council, said the accident
occurred very close to the
shore. “There are sand islands and we took some time
to reach the accident spot.
There were fishing nets on
the boat, and some tourists
got caught in them and
drowned,” he said.
Prathiban said that using
fibre boats for joyrides was
banned by authorities, but
tourists still opt for a ride
without realizing the danger.
Yet to identify, P 7

SC collegium,
govt likely to
agree on nat’l
security clause
Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

Woman kills
hubby over sex

B

men). The qualifications for
the jobs range from class 8 to
class 12-pass.
A lance naik with an army
depot in Khadki and the director of a private academy
for services job aspirants at
Paltan in Satara district were

Nine tourists drown as boat
capsizes off Tuticorin coast
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Trump staffer in
hijab resigns

THERE’S AN ‘ALLIANCE OF
HARDIK TO ADDRESS 1ST RALLY
SUBVERSION’ IN CAMPUSES, IN AHMEDABAD SINCE HIS
SAYS ARUN JAITLEY 6
EXTERNMENT FOR 6 MONTHS 8

PARENTS SEEK IMMEDIATE ACTION: Parents and concerned citizens,
outraged by the multiple incidents of sexual assault on toddlers by a
staffer at a Bellandur pre-school, stage a protest near HAL police
station on Sunday morning. Parents demanded that the trial start
immediately as children are forced to repeat their statements to a
magistrate, despite speaking to police about the sexual abuse | P 2

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court collegium is likely to
come around to accept the
Centre’s stance that it can
turn down names of judges
recommended for appointment to the high courts and
Supreme Court on grounds of
national security on the condition that the reasons are recorded in writing.
Sources said the collegium
would soon convey to the government its new stand, in
what can clear the way for the
early appointment of judges
of high courts and the Supreme Court. The MoP might
be finalised by the month-end,
sources said.
The national security
clause has been one of the
trickiest in the memorandum
of procedure (MoP) for appointment of judges which
has been hanging fire since
December 2015, when a fivejudge Constitution bench entrusted its redrafting to the
Centre in consultation with
the CJI. The draft MoP prepared by the Centre had been
tossed to the collegium and
back without much progress
on the ‘national security’
clause for the past year.

Water crisis, fires take toll on wildlife
Forest Dept To MORE ANIMALS COULD BE IN DANGER
➤ Wild animals running for cover,
Since culling is
Supply Water
thanks to forest ﬁres and water scarcity
not a culturally
acceptable option,
Through Tankers caused by consecutive droughts
adverse climatic
➤ In drought years, large wild

ManuAiyappa.Kanathanda
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The water crisis
and forest fires that raged
through forests have taken a
heavy toll on wild animals.
With water drying up in
ponds, lakes and reservoirs
in forests across the state, as a
result of consecutive years of
extreme drought, followed by
forest fires that have ravaged
Bandipur Tiger Reserve recently and Biligiriranganatha Swamy Temple Wildlife

animals migrate to Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and Kerala

➤ This year, all southern states
are equally affected, and more
animals could be in danger

➤ Threat to wildlife from hunger and
thirst assumes alarming proportions

Sanctuary on Sunday, there
are reports of an alarming
number of deaths of wild animals –– langur, lion-tailed
macaque, deer, reptiles and
many tiny animals.
With temperatures soaring, several small water re-

conditions like this
drought may also help in
natural regulation of the
population. We must curb
the urge to ‘play god’.
Praveen Bhargav |
FORMER MEMBER, NATIONAL
BOARD FOR WILDLIFE

servoirs are parched while
others are on the brink of drying up. Migration of large
wild animals like elephants
from drier forests in the state
into neighbouring forests in
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh
and Kerala has been the

norm. But this time, with all
southern states facing drought, more animals are
feared to be in danger. Forest
fires have only compounded
the problem.
To add to their misery, a
number of waterholes and
usually perennial streams
have dried up at a time when
the demand for water and fodder has gone up.
The threat to wildlife from
hunger and thirst has assumed alarming proportions,
say forest officials.
The wildlife deaths, even
before the start of summer,
have given rise to grave concern among nature lovers as
well as the forest department.
‘May lead to mass deaths’, P5

he CBI probe into the
Vyapam scam has found 96
instances in which candidates
lied that the middlemen who
hired proxies to appear for the
test were dead. When the
scam surfaced, candidates
were asked to give the names
of middlemen. But they gave
the names of people unrelated
to the scam to shield the
proxies and middlemen. P 6

among the nine suspects detained in Pune. The remaining seven were agents and
drivers who assisted the key
suspects in drawing the beneficiaries, police said.
9 detained in Nagpur, P 6

K’taka sees
maximum GST
registration

K

arnataka is all set to migrate to the new Goods
and Services Tax (GST) regime, expected to be rolled
out on July 1. Karnataka is
ahead of all other states
with nearly 96% of traders
in the state enrolling themselves for migration from
the existing Value Added
Tax (VAT) system to the
GST, reports BV Shivashankar. Andhra Pradesh
stands second with 92% of
its traders getting GST registration. In Karnataka,
5,40, 846 out of 5,63,382 traders registered under VAT
have enrolled for GST as on
February 24. P 4

Mantris Part Of
The Conspiracy
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Congress
has called the diary released
by the BJP a “well-knit”
conspiracy by the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) to defame the party and sought a
probe by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) into it.
“They (BJP) are in power.
All agencies including CBI,
Enforcement
Directorate
and income-tax department
are under them. But why are
they not straightaway taking
action against us and instead
indulging in making allegations? I dare them to order a
CBI probe and get us all ar-

The BJP is in power. The CBI,
Enforcement Directorate and
income-tax department are under
them. Why are they not taking
action against us and instead
indulging in making allegations?
The BJP is frustrated because it’s
losing in UP. So it’s using all
weapons to win the Karnataka
elections.
Digvijaya Singh | AICC GENERAL SECRETARY

rested,” AICC general secretary Digvijaya Singh told reporters after emerging from
a marathon coordination
committee meeting, purpor-

 FULL COVERAGE | PAGE 5
tedly to discuss Diarygate, in
Bengaluru on Sunday.
Singh also accused some
Union ministers and state
BJP leaders of being a part of
the conspiracy by using central agencies to unsettle the
four-year-old Congress go-

In a relief for Siddaramaiah,
AICC’s Karnataka pointman
Digvijaya Singh nixed
suggestions of a cabinet
reshuffle

vernment in Karnataka, in
an election year. “If the BJP
wants to believe their diary
theory, they should answer
why Narendra Modi did not
resign as Gujarat CM when
the Birla and Sahara diaries
came to light,” he said, alleging that the income-tax
department had, under pressure from the PMO, played
an “active role” in the creation of a diary.
‘Took 11 months to leak’, P 5

Brother-duo, IT graduates,
held for IS plot in Gujarat
Sarfaraz.Shaikh
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
anti-terrorist squad (ATS)
on Saturday night arrested
two brothers— Waseem Ramodiya and Naeem Ramodiya—for their alleged links
with Islamic State. The brothers belong to Rajkot, Gujarat. Sources in the Gujarat
ATS claimed that the brothers had been under surveillance for nearly two years.
Senior ATS officials alleged that the Ramodiya brothers were planning a terror
attack on the famous God-

Af drone strike kills
IS man from Kerala

T

K Hafeesudheen, a
Kerala-based youth who
had left with 10 others last June
to join Islamic State, has been
killed in a drone strike in
Afghanistan, a relative who got
a message, said. P 8

dess Chamunda temple at
Chotila near Rajkot. Naeem
was arrested from Bhavnagar and his brother, Waseem,
from Rajkot city in separate
operations. This is the first
instance of IS suspects being
held in Gujarat.

The ATS also recovered
chemical powder used in firecrackers, batteries, IS literature and several audio
clips that indicated that the
two brothers were in touch
with their IS ‘handlers’ in
Iraq and Syria through social media platforms.
Both Waseem and Naeem
have degrees in computer
science. While Waseem has
an MCA degree, his brother
Naeem completed BCA only
recently. Both were into
scrap business in Rajkot and
Bhavnagar.
Family in shock, page 8

