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Amid the pitched battle against the Covid-19 pandemic, regions along the Western Ghats and Malnad
of Karnataka are at the centre of an increased conflict between humans and elephants. The perennial
problem, spanning more than a decade, has only increased in the last few years. Evidently, in less
than a month’s time, reports of 50 elephants straying into plantations in Sakleshpur, Alur and Belur
taluks of Hassan district have been reported.
Also Read: Scientific measures help save humans, elephants
Even though the region has not reported a single human-animal casualty since September 2018, the
conflict has inflicted severe losses on planters, small and marginal farmers. While the state
government has proposed creating a corridor and elephant camp in the vicinity to resolve the conflict,
the locals have been demanding capture and shi ing of elephants. But in the absence of strong
political will, the issue is not only snowballing into a major political controversy but is also
jeopardising the local economy.
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Despite the Forest Department capturing 22 elephants in 2014, the problem has only intensified, with
another herd occupying the territory. “There are about 60 to 65 elephants in Hettur, Kadumane and
Sakleshpur-Yeslur zones. Of them, nearly 40-45 elephants are roaming in the areas of Alur, Belur,
Yeslur and Sakleshpur. Around 80% of these elephants have been only in the plantations since birth,
for the last 10 years,” explained Rohit, a co ee planter from Sakleshpur.
Planters and farmers say that the area was never a forest land (semi-malnad) and yet elephants are
thriving in the area. “One would not find so many elephants even in the nearby Bisile forest area. Their
entire herd is camped in plantations. These revenue lands have been converted into plantations in the
last 25 years,” pointed another planter from the region.
Even though the locals have found tech-based solutions to alert them about the elephant herd
movement with the help of Mysuru-based Nature Conservation Foundation (Read story on Page 4),
the increasing incidents of crop loss has le many angered.
Also Read: 'Focus beyond elephant corridors'
“Instead of compensation, the government gives us ex gratia which is highly unscientific. While the
amount shall be processed under Sakala, the ex gratia payment is subject to availability of funds.
Until this date, close to about Rs 1 crore is pending with the government,” revealed Rohit.
The problems of human-animal conflict are not just confined to the Sakleshpur-Alur area but all along
the Western Ghats region. It gains equal importance in and around the Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary,
which has a large number of elephant corridors connecting Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
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Experts from the High Court appointed committee, NGOs and scientists have visited the conflict
zones, carried out scientific research and suggested corrective measures. While a few of them have
been adhered to, some said to be crucial are still on paper.
Former Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of Karnataka B K Singh opined that the idea of corridor,
from its initial concept, was never revived. “Getting back the forest land that was lost to projects and
agriculture is next to impossible. Increasing political intervention in retaining such land and declaring
them as bu er areas has also added to the problem,” he told DH.

Even though the government identified about nine villages in the Hettur hobli of Sakleshpur taluk to
notify as a corridor, the move has snowballed into a controversy. “The area identified by the
government is not even a forest landscape and elephants hardly frequent those villages. The
landscape does not suit the elephant population as an adult elephant forages on 150 to 200 kg of
fodder on an average every day. Without such facilities, how would you declare a place as corridor?”
questioned Vagish, a planter from Sakleshpur.
On the recommendations of an expert committee, the Karnataka High Court had ruled that the state
government shall ‘review all concessions and leases granted for co ee estates, tourism in the
elephant range, in order to restore those lands as elephant habitats in a time-bound manner.’
“The government is not clear on how many such leases have been withdrawn till date. Also, the
tourism activities in the area have never been reviewed and there has been an increase in such
activities in the name of promoting eco-tourism,” said a conservation activist from Dandeli. Former
member of NBWL and trustee of Wildlife First organisation Praveen Bhargav had also apprised the
experts committee to deflect infrastructure projects such as Chamarajanagar-Mettupalayam rail line,
mini-hydel projects and Bandipur Highway.
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Even as the Yettinahole project is likely to leave the elephant habitat in the region fragmented to a
certain extent, the locals have now petitioned the state government not to dump any more
developmental projects in the region.
Aware of the impediments at the government level that does not allow everything to happen at one
go, the locals have taken it upon themselves to sensitise local people about the elephants.
Further, the experts have also been batting for a separate statutory authority. “Several conservation
issues involve topics related to railways, electricity boards, agriculture, revenue and veterinary
departments and there is a need to evolve site-specific solutions. Hence, a single statutory authority
must manage both tiger and elephant reserves. The existing National Tiger Conservation Authority
must be upgraded with a mandate of securing both tigers and elephants including their habitat
through appropriate amendments to the Wildlife Protection Act,” said Praveen Bhargav.
Pointing at some flawed measures taken up by the Forest Department, he said that inappropriate
creation of water holes close to boundaries of Protected Areas leads to increased human-elephant
conflicts.
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Lack of coordination
A similar trail of conflicts has also been reported from the neighbouring Kerala. Idukki, Wayanad
and Malayattoor area near Ernakulam and Palakkad have witnessed high incidents of humanelephant conflicts. In fact, the casualties in human-elephant conflict is second only to snake bite
incidents in Kerala, according to M N Jayachandran, member of the state animal welfare board.
Kerala has seven major elephant corridors and has received funding from the centre to take up several
conservation projects. Sources in the Kerala forest department alleged that lack of initiative from
revenue o icials has delayed these measures. Unscientific fencing, blocking the elephants’ path or
access to water bodies has resulted in conflicts. Until 2019, a total of 2,413.7 km solar fencing was
done in Kerala besides other initiatives like elephant-proof trenching. About 7,200 hectares of forest
land in Kerala is still under illegal possession of 8,390 private persons and organisations.
“The crisis in the Western Ghats area of Maharashtra started in the 2000s. It has been managed to
quite an extent but being complex it can escalate,” says Girish Punjabi, a wildlife biologist with Wildlife
Conservation Trust.
Working steadfast on the directions of the Karnataka High Court, the Karnataka forest department
expressed that it would at least need another three to four years to minimise the incidents of humanelephant conflict across the state.
Sanjai Mohan, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, told DH that they have already prevented
elephants from Kodagu area straying into Hassan side. “Our priority is to consolidate the elephant
habitat boundary through rail fencing. In a few months time, the work around Bannerghatta will be
complete and this would reduce conflicts in the area. Even though there has been acute shortage of
funds due to Covid-19 pandemic works, we have been mulling to utilise the funds available under
Compensatory A orestation Fund Management and Planning Authority. Karnataka has about Rs 1,350
crore share in it. For this year, we plan to utilise about Rs 200 crore and of which Rs 50 to 60 cr will be
spent on rail fencing which will ensure movement of elephants on a known path rather than straying
into non-forest lands,” the PCCF explained.
O icials from the Hassan Circle revealed that of the 6,000 plus elephants in Karnataka about 150 are
identified as trouble makers. “As and when the conflict escalates, we try to capture the main female
elephant in the herd and put a radio collar. But there is no proposal to capture any of the elephants,”
CONTRIBUTE AND SUPPORT DECCAN HERALD DIGITAL JOURNALISM
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icial explained.
(With inputs from Arjun Raghunath and Mrityunjay Bose)
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Elephants are constantly in the news albeit for the wrong reasons – being stuck while trying to crawl
under an iron barrier, knocked down by a train, electrocuted, or having fallen into an open well.
People are also regularly killed in elephant attacks. Karnataka and its neighbouring states have been
witnessing an increase in these incidents, which get clubbed under the rubric of “human-animal
conflict”.
The reasons for elephant-human conflict is complex, related to ecological changes within elephant
habitats, land-use changes outside traditional elephant ranges, climatic factors, and the biology of
elephants. Even if the issue of increase in elephant population is debatable, the fact is that the range
of the elephant has expanded substantially in Karnataka over the past few decades, from primarily
forested areas into co ee plantations and other landscapes under agriculture and human settlement.
Read: No end to conflict as humans, elephants fight for space
So, how do we deal with this situation? “Elephant corridors” are o en flagged as the solution to all
issues related to the species, but are these su icient?
Karnataka is not only home to the largest elephant population in India but also strengthened the first
elephant corridor in the country. More than two decades ago, the Kaniyanpura elephant corridor
located to the north of the Moyar River gorge in Bandipur National Park was under distinct threat of
being severed, with consequences for the movement of dozens or even a few hundred elephants
between the western sector of Bandipur and its eastern sector which eventually connects to the
forests of Sathyamangalam in Tamil Nadu and Chamarajanagar in Karnataka.
When this threat was brought to the notice of the Karnataka Forest Department, Rs 25 lakh was
immediately released for restoration of the Kaniyanpura corridor in 1999 through the Project Elephant
CONTRIBUTE
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Another example was a very narrow passage of forest connecting the Doddasampige forests of BRT
Sanctuary with those of Kollegal Forest Division.

Strengthening corridors helps avoid further fragmentation of large landscapes and reduces the risks
of conflicts between elephants and people at these locations, but corridors should not be thought of
as a panacea for resolving all such conflicts.
Conflict management has to go much beyond strengthening elephant corridors. The report submitted
by Karnataka Elephant Task Force to the Karnataka High Court in 2012, laid out the framework for
managing elephant populations of the state. Most of the task force's recommendations were accepted
by the High Court in its judgment of October 2013. These recommendations included designating
three zones for managing elephants: the Elephant Conservation Zone, Elephant-Human Co-existence
Zone and Elephant Removal Zone.
Also Read: Scientific measures help save humans, elephants
At the time, it was estimated that 90% of Karnataka’s elephant population resided within potential
conservation zones comprising mostly National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries and Reserve Forests,
another 8% or so inhabited co-existence zones, and only about 2% moved outside these areas, where
they came into acute conflict with people.
The task force gave a number of recommendations on the use of appropriate barriers, technology, ex
gratia payments, capture of elephants, relocation and so on to mitigate human-elephant conflicts. It is
time to revisit the report of the Karnataka Elephant Task Force and implement many of its practical
recommendations, to safeguard both the wild elephant population as well as people’s lives and
livelihoods.

(The writer is professor of ecology at the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru)
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Even though the pandemic has disrupted children's education around the world, we should recognize
that children continue to learn based on what they are exposed around them, even in their homes.
What is disrupted is a very specific kind of education- geared towards achieving well-defined
curricular goals, imparted through school-based structured learning.
Providing education to our children is critical. Hence, the sudden absence of this form of learning is
quite a serious concern for any country.
UNICEF released a report, which quoted a study by Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health, warning that the world could lose nearly 9 lakh children due to Covid-19 related issues in the
next 12 months and many of these children would be Indian. Therefore, we need to focus on areas
with the greatest risk of infections; this is clearly in the urban areas and wherever the infection has
already spread.
The opening of schools across the state should be seen in this context. For instance, schools in the
village can and should re-open as a local community school. In such places, the reality is that children
have not stayed cooped up in their homes and are anyways playing together in their local
communities, so the risk of rise in infection is very low.
This also provides some solutions for urban areas, where education can be provided at the
community level.
We have to think out of the box and work towards solutions where children can come together to
learn, as any impersonal model of teaching is totally inadequate for education. Hence, remote
learning options (with or without technological aid) are to be only stop gap arrangements and must
not lead us to believe that we are doing ‘education’.
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Many private schools had merely shi ed regular face-to-face in-school approach onto an internet
based platform and started calling it the new normal for education.
Educationists have to call this out, as these are extraordinary situations and whatever is done now
cannot become the new normal – at best, it is only a short term arrangement till learning at school
can be brought back. Additionally, some schools even sought extra fees and sought parents’
investments on digital devices; this was done without giving any thought to the serious economic
crisis that many are facing, which is only widening with every passing day.
This had to be stopped and the Government of Karnataka took the right decision of banning online
education and constituted a committee to study the issue comprehensively.
The question in front of all of us is how to enable our children’s education given the pandemic
situation, which has limited the ideal option of an interactive face-to-face in-school mode. Research
scholars in the US have shown that children’s learning has significantly dropped even a er going
online, and more so for the disadvantaged groups there. Given that in India we already had a
pandemic of ‘poor learning', one can only imagine how much further our children would have slid in
the learning curve.
Therefore, till learning at schools can begin, we have help our children continue their education
through something which is meaningful and educationally sound.
The balanced solution is to have a blended model; a blend of di erent technologies available as well
as face-to-face modes that are feasible. The latter should be the priority and can be done in small
groups at school and with teachers visiting the community as well.
These decisions and grouping will have to be based on the age of the children. Whole schools can be
opened in many of our villages, given that the size of the community itself makes it low risk for any
increase in infection. In other places, there can be student batches to reduce the school size. Other
protocols to protect ourselves from the virus needs to be in place and given high priority.
Though the least preferred, any technology-based solutions should also include electronic devices
and not only digital ones. The television and radio should be used extensively as the Government
already has the infrastructure in place for both. Private schools could also utilize it and the
Government could take help of experts and curate appropriate teaching learning material. A recent
survey by the Karnataka education department has revealed that on an average 90% of the
households have the television in the State, with Yadgir district recording the lowest at 72%; whereas
half the parents across the State do not even have a smart phone with internet access and the
percentage drops to less than a third in disadvantaged regions. The access to radio was not found out,
but at less than Rs 500 for a radio set, the access can become 100% overnight.
Finally, for the situations where digital technology can be used, it is imperative to keep the child’s best
interest in mind. The absurd explanation that ‘urban children are watching the ‘screen’ anyway and
hence having them online for the duration of a regular school hour is not a problem’ should be
discarded without a second thought. If parents are not educated enough to keep the children engaged
without access to screens and want the school to play the role of the nanny, schools at least should be
CONTRIBUTE AND SUPPORT DECCAN HERALD DIGITAL JOURNALISM
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only its learning needs, but also its health as well as socio-emotional well-being. Maximum amount of
daily screen time that can be allowed, the frequency at which children can use a technological device,
suitability of various platforms for interactive sessions, the need for parental supervision, the di erent
parameters for di erent age groups, re-imagination of the assessments and so on need to be taken
into account for devising meaningful plans.

NCERT is our country’s nodal academic body which has evolved a set of guidelines called PRAGYATA
detailing out eight specific steps and the enormous e orts required to enable our children’s
education. All these guidelines clearly state that in these times the focus ought to be on building skills
rather than force fitting content. For instance, the skill of ‘learning to learn’ gains tremendous
importance in these times as self-learning is a crucial component to help children continue
their learning.
This is also the time to re-think on many things in education and reform the way we do education. The
dra National Education Policy submitted by Dr Kasturirangan’s committee should be adopted as it
provides a number of practical solutions to the myriad problems we currently face.

(The writer is Associate Professor, Azim Premji University)
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Uncertainty over school reopening
The uncertainty over reopening of schools and colleges for the academic year 2020-21 continues. A
recent survey conducted by the state department of primary and secondary education to gather
opinion of various stakeholders including parents, school managements and teachers has revealed
that around 80% of the parents say “No” to reopening of schools or to sending their wards to
school/college until there is some permanent solution to Covid-19 or at least till October.
However, the opinion of some parents di ers. Several working parents opined that it is better to
reopen schools as they are unable to manage kids along with their routine o ice work.
Coronavirus Worldometer | 15 countries with the highest number of cases, deaths due to the
COVID-19 pandemic
The school-level survey was conducted from June 10 to 20 across the state. O icials from the
department said they are still compiling the survey reports from all the districts.
Meanwhile, an online petition started by a group called Parents Association where they demand “No
school until there is a vaccine for Covid-19.” The petition on Change.org received over 4.5 lakh
signatures within a few hours
Divided over online classes
Following the complaints by several parents against schools conducting online classes even for
kindergarten kids, the department of primary and secondary education issued an order banning
online classes up to Class 5 and constituted an expert committee to frame guidelines to o er online
education for children of Class 6 and above.
However, the online petition started by parents demanding online education has received around
95,000 signatures. Some private schools have submitted a representation to the Karnataka
government demanding to li the ban on online education. Some have even approached the High
Court on the issue.
Hearing the petition filed by parents and private school managements questioning the ban of online
classes up to Class 5, the High Court recently asked the state government to consider allowing online
classes for a few hours every day. The hearing has been adjourned to June 29.
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The multi-fold increase in the number of children and parents approaching counsellors and helplines
only indicates how Covid-19 has upended the lives of the younger generation. No doubt, the
unprecedented crisis has le in its wake a trail of uncertainties for students across the country.
While stress and anxiety are the natural outcomes of the crisis, students feel they are in a peculiar
situation. Most of the students in Karnataka DH spoke to believe their problems are overlooked by
their parents, society and the government, as the economic crisis has overshadowed all other
di iculties.
For latest updates on Coronavirus pandemic, click here
"There have been several decisions or announcements by the government on education. However,
the student community has not been consulted while taking important decisions that will impact us,"
said Pragati, a second-year engineering student.
Educationist Shivanand Hombal agrees. "The fear of the disease and the disruption of all activities
have a ected children. Elders are so engrossed in other problems that they have little time or
patience to understand the predicament children are in," he said.
With no one listening to their worries, and no clarity on what would happen if they lose an academic
year, children feel that the pandemic will continue to haunt them even a er the crisis is over.
The Lead: The state of mental health — stories, affordability and accessibility
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who fears students might end up losing an academic year due to the pandemic. She feels that
educational institutions are yet to figure out the exact role they need to play in the current crisis.
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Over the past three months, most of the attention around Covid-19 and its impact on education has
been focused on the travails of parents and students, while the role that teachers play in ensuring
these educational outcomes has largely been taken for granted.
The learning curve of educators adapting to online classes - both in schools and colleges - has been
steep. Some of the challenges they are facing include the lack of adequate infrastructure to conduct
classes, irregular payment by the management and near doubling of workload when it comes to
providing education digitally.
Read: Uncertainty causes students to fear about their future
Swatee Jog, a college lecturer who teaches Management students in Belagavi, recently put down her
thoughts in a Facebook post, calling for more empathy and support for teachers.
In the initial days, one of the basic limitations in conducting classes online was inadequate internet
facilities, both for teachers and students. The video conference calls consumed a lot of internet data;
providing attention to all students, crammed into tiles on a screen, also proved di icult. As a
workaround, Swatee says, teachers took the help of tech-savvy students to record, edit, compress and
upload the video clips of lessons online.
In Bengaluru, private institutions have moved various processes, including admission interviews,
exams, as well as evaluations, online. Sahana Prasad, an Associate Professor at Christ who has been
teaching for nearly 35 years, says she has adapted well to the new system.
“Most of us (teachers) are managing on our own. In the beginning, it was di icult. You know,
sometimes, even understanding Google Calendar is a challenge. But now, I feel more comfortable.”
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the situation in government colleges. As a general rule of thumb, the students in these government
colleges generally come from low-income families; shi ing all classes online presupposes access to a
mobile phone or a data pack. Government College lecturers told DH that many of their students o en
had just one mobile phone in the family.

“There is inequality. There are students who come from straitened circumstances. Some students
cannot attend classes when their fathers take the mobile phones to work,” says Kishor, an associate
professor at Maharani’s College in the city.
Another government college lecturer in Dharwad, recounts how some of his female students couldn’t
attend online classes because they weren’t given mobile phones by male members of the family;
another Professor from Vijaya College in Bengaluru says he personally recharged the data pack of a
student so he could attend classes.
Kishor has been ensuring at least one hour of revision for his students since the lockdown was
announced. “The students join the group for classes but we can’t really tell if they are present or are
watching television or have gone to take a shower,” he says.
Keeping students engaged virtually has also been a task. Sahana says she focuses on giving students
written assignments each day and keeps conducting quizzes online; Kishor calls out to students at
random, to ensure that they are paying attention.
Classes might have shi ed online, but questions over their e icacy remain. At a recent interaction
with H A Ranganath, the former Vice-chancellor of Bangalore University, students of RC Commerce
College reportedly complained that they were unable to understand the lessons online and needed at
least a month of blackboard teaching before the exams were held.
Teachers of technical subjects like Mathematics and Computer Science admit to facing di iculties.
“We are able to guide them in classes but online, they are not able to communicate properly,” says a
government lecturer, requesting anonymity.
Online classes are one way for teachers to complete their pending portions on a fast-track, says Dr T M
Manjunatha, the president of the Karnataka Government College Teachers Association (KGCTA).
“There is no real way for us to assess the students’ understanding,” he adds.
‘Question of dignity’
The education sector is also feeling the e ects of the lockdown. The unaided private schools in the
state have seen most parents refusing to pay the school fees this year, as the classes are being held
online.
D Shashi Kumar, the General Secretary of the Associated Management of Primary & Secondary
Schools in Karnataka, says less than 5% of private schools have managed to collect the fees this year,
with arrears from previous years pending too.
The state has more than 20,000 budget private schools, catering to middle class and lower-middle
class families. They provide employment to 225,000 teaching and non-teaching sta . In Shashi
Kumar’s estimate, more than 30,000 - 35,000 teachers, especially from the Nursery and lower primary
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While government teachers with permanent postings are una ected, more than 8,000 guest faculty,
who constitute more than half the strength of faculty in government degree colleges, have not been
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“They put the blame on technical problems and say that they can pay only for ten months, even
though classes were conducted beyond that,” says John Bethel, a guest lecturer at the Government
College, Dharwad. There has been no o icial order passed regarding guest lecturers taking online
classes. With meager salaries ranging between Rs 11,000 - Rs 13,000, buying new smartphones or data
packs is also quite a burden on their finances.
“They are not paid, whatever salaries they get, it does not reach them on time. It is inhuman, the way
guest faculty is treated,” says Dr Manjunatha, the KGCTA president.
Veeranna Garag a guest teacher at the Morarji Desai Residential School in rural Dharwad, is uncertain
about his employment prospect in the coming year but doesn’t know what other profession to take
up. “We have worked hard to qualify as for this post. There is a respect that is accorded to us as
teachers in society. So we simply can’t go looking for another job,” he says.
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state government to frame guidelines for online education, told DH, "The state has initiated a series of
measures to address the situation such as continuing the learning process. As per the available
statistics, there are over 77,000 schools and over one crore students in the state."

"Children constitute roughly 40% of the total population. However, children are not counted as
primary stakeholders and hardly any e orts are made to consult them in a systematic way," he added.
Also Read | Coronavirus cases among students in SSLC exam centres trigger panic in Karnataka
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Child mandates all state parties to provide
opportunity for children to be heard in any judicial administrative proceedings a ecting children.

Caption

"The principle of child participation to get their view point in the decisions and policies a ecting them
is pushed under the carpet in our state. Far-reaching decisions, such as reopening schools and pros
and cons of online education, are being taken without consulting the primary stakeholders.
Authorities concerned should pay immediate attention to this matter," Niranjanaradhya said.
Exams, results, commencement of academic year - the turmoil children are going through is
manifested in various forms, particularly behavioural changes.
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Sixteen-year-old Vineesh (name changed) stopped talking when his SSLC exam dates were finally
announced. He had lost interest in his studies and was worried about contracting the virus if he
attended the exam. When the Board exam dates were postponed in March, his parents had ensured
that he continued studies at the same pace. However, a er a month, they didn’t know how to keep
him motivated. When they realised that the situation was getting out of hand, they approached
counsellors.
Vineesh is one of the 849,000 students who are currently writing their SSLC exam.
In another situation, the parents of a Class 10 (CBSE) student don’t know how to respond to their
child, who asks if colleges would treat him di erently to students who passed SSLC, because he
graduated without writing the exam.
Some other students are worried as they hear the news that some private colleges have already
started admissions for I PUC.
Coronavirus India update: State-wise total number of confirmed cases, deaths on June 27
No clarity
“We don’t see any e orts to prepare the students to lose an academic year. Currently, there does not
seem to be much clarity on when classes will resume and there is a lot of confusion. What we really
should focus this time is building up their resilience to bounce back in the face of adversity. No
setback needs to define us forever and we have to teach children how to view this as yet another
event in their life. A lot of this though depends on the mindset of the parents themselves and what
they are telling their children,” said Maullika Sharma, a counsellor who works with adolescents and
parents.
From boredom and loneliness to concerns about their future, students from primary to postgraduate
level are under tremendous pressure, even as decision makers continue to disregard them while
announcing the decisions.
The number of anxious parents approaching counsellors to address the behavioural changes is
increasing by the day. Anupama Satish, a school counsellor in Bengaluru, says, “Parents need to
handle them carefully by spending time with them. It is important to boost their emotional
confidence during this crisis.”
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“No one
is bothered about the physical and emotional well-being of our youngsters who are su ering
silently. It is the responsibility of authorities concerned to consider students’ opinion before taking a
decision,” child counsellor Hema Srinath told DH.
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